CGSC TO HOST SAFETY CLINIC
AT THE OPEN ORANGE BOWL REGATTA
Many are aware of the tragic fatality that occurred off Annapolis this past June in which 14-year old Olivia Constants drowned.  She and her skipper were members of their club’s 420 Class travelling team.  They capsized in a club supervised practice.  Olivia’s trapeze gear became hooked on the boat, and she was held underwater as a result.
Noted sailing author John Rousmaniere wrote a detailed accident review for USSailing, which was presented at the Annual Meeting in late October.

At the Annual CGSC Open Orange Bowl Regatta over the coming Holidays, we will be hosting International 420’s (a high performance version of the Club 420 Olivia was sailing) and 29ers.  Both classes use trapezes.  Consequently, this is an excellent opportunity to “stand down” for an hour or so and focus on safety, especially relating to trapezes.

John’s report mentioned sailing coach Steve Keen as one with similar, but non-fatal experience.  Steve will be here for the Orange Bowl coaching the I-420 fleet, and will be the lead presenter for the CGSC OB Safety Clinic.  Steve is Director of Sailing for the Long Island Sound Youth Sailing Team (LISOT) and Head 420 Coach.

The Clinic will be at 4:30 pm on Monday, December 26th, the day before the start of racing at our regatta.  While primarily for our registered I-420 and 29er competitors, interested local youth sailors, parents, coaches and others are invited to attend.  The Clinic will be conducted on the Lawn.
